EXTREMES MEET

over this.    You know as well as I do how much you
attracted me."

" Until you found I was so easy, eh ? " she sneered.

" Nothing at all to do with that. I don't know that
you are. And I'm not going to try and find out," he
added quickly.

"Thanks, you've already made that abundantly
obvious."

" After last night you've been at the back of my head
most of to-day, and that in spite of having a good many
other things of deadly importance to bother about."

" Like chaperoning Arthur's cast-off mistresses to
England?"

" I'm not going to be stung into making bitter retorts,"
he said firmly. " No man of my age, unless he's a bigger
fool than I am, plunges into an intrigue with a friend's
wife without going over the pros and cons beforehand
pretty carefully."

" How delightfully cold-blooded you can be! "

" Naturally after last night I thought a good deal about
the future. And naturally I thought about Arthur and
asked myself whether it was quite playing the game, and
when I heard about this girl I decided that Arthur could
look after himself."

" I should think so," she scoffed.

And Waterlow was thinking at the back of his mind
what a damned long rigmarole it involved you in to tell a
woman that you did not want to do something she felt
you ought to want to do; and he was hoping, as a man
does, to make the rigmarole sufficiently circumstantial to
convince a creature without the elements of logic that a plain
physical fact was in reality a complicated mental process.
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